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Holiday recycling day set for January 9

Before you know it, the holiday season will
have come and gone. To help you clean up
after the holidays, we’ll host our annual
Holiday Recycling Day on Saturday, Janu-
ary 9. On that day, from 8 a.m. to noon,
we’ll be at the Civic Center parking lot to
accept recyclables and cut, “real” Christmas
trees.

We’ll be accepting all of our regular
recyclables, including mixed paper (of-
fice and school paper, copier/printer paper,
envelopes, and mail), newspaper, cardboard,

magazines and catalogs, aluminum and

steel cans, glass containers, and #1 and #2

plastic bottles. This includes greeting cards

and wrapping paper. Yes, we do accept

these all year long, so remember that when

birthdays and anniversaries come around!

At this event only, we will also be accepting

hardback books for recycling.
In addition, you’ll be able to drop
off your fresh-cut,

ornaments, lights, garland, and tinsel, as

Resolve to recycle

“real” holiday tree for
recycling. Please remove all decorations,

In spite of the chal-
lenging economic
circumstances during
the past year, resi-
dents of Evansville
and Vanderburgh
County continued to
recycle at a healthy
rate.

Residents in the
City of Evansville
who live in single-
family homes or
multi-family build-
ings with five or
fewer units have curb-
side recycling service.
Families living in
apartments and in un-
incorporated areas of
the county rely on the
District’s drop-off recycling program. This
program, which alternates among eastside,
northside, and westside locations for added
convenience, is available two Saturday
mornings of most months (see box). On Re-
cycle Days, the drop-off bins and volunteers
are on site from 8 a.m. to noon.

Whether you recycle at the curb in
Evansville or at the drop-off Recycle Days,
these are the materials that are accepted for
recycling:

* Aluminum beverage cans

¢ Metal (steel/tin) food cans
» Cardboard

 Catalogs and magazines

* Newspaper

Mixed paper, including printer paper,
office paper, school papers, and junk

mail

* Glass containers

» #1 (PETE) and #2 (HDPE) plastic
bottles and jugs, such as water and
drink bottles, shampoo bottles, milk
jugs, and detergent jugs
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Drop-Off Recycle Days

I January 9 — Civic Center
February 6 — Old Wal-Mart West
February 20 — 4-H Center
March 6 — Old Wal-Mart West

I March 13 — Evansville Day School
April 10 — 4-H Center
April 17 — Old Wal-Mart West

I May 1 — Old Wal-Mart West
May 15 — Evansville Day School
June 5 — Old Wal-Mart West
June 19 — 4-H Center

July 17 — Old Wal-Mart West

August 7 — Old Wal-Mart West

August 21 — 4-H Center

September 11 — Old Wal-Mart West
September 25 — Evansville Day School
October 2 — Old Wal-Mart West
October 16 — 4-H Center

November 6 — Old Wal-Mart West
November 20 — Evansville Day School
December 4 — Old Wal-Mart West

_______J

well as the stand, from your family’s cut
holiday tree and deliver it bare for recy-
cling. Trees will be chipped on site. If you’d
like, you’ll be able to take tree mulch home
for use in your yard. If you want to pick up
mulch, please bring a container for it, such
as a heavy-duty garbage bag or a 30-gallon
trash can.

Remember, this drop-off event is for
cut, real trees only. Please don’t drop off
broken artificial trees. Broken artificial trees
need to go in your trash.

Did you know?

For every Christmas tree
harvested, two to three
seedlings are planted in its
place the following spring.
Each year, about 30
million trees are cut,
meaning that 60
to 90 million
seedlings will

be planted at tree
farms next spring.

Keep up the good work,
Tri-State

Last October, the United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (USEPA)
declared the Evansville area, and many
others around the country, as in attainment
of the daily fine particulate (PM2.5) air
pollution standard. In addition, the USEPA
has presented a proposal to find that the
area meets the annual PM2.5 air quality
standard, as well.

This is good news! It shows that ef-
forts to improve air quality and to protect
public health here in the Tri-State, and
around the country, are working.

Power plants and factories have added
pollution controls and developed less-
polluting methods of production. Cars and
trucks are burning fuel more efficiently
and cleanly. Individuals are doing their

share, too. Every time we avoid idling
our vehicle, drop an item in the recycle
bin, and mulch rather than burn leaves for
disposal, we prevent pollution.

While our air is cleaner now than in
the past, we cannot let down our guard.
Air pollution can still be a problem, as ex-
emplified by the Particulate Alerts called
just this past November. We still need to
find new ways to pollute less.

For information about pollution pre-
vention, contact the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management at 800-451-
6027 or the Evansville EPA at 8§12-435-
6145. To sign up to receive air quality
forecasts and alert notification by email,
go to http://evansville.enviroflash.info/.

Electronics Recycling Day
Saturday, May 15

8 a.m. to Noon

Civic Center Parking Lot

Mark Your Calendar'

Tire Recycling Day
Saturday, April 17

8 a.m. to Noon

Civic Center Parking Lot

Tox-Away Day
Saturday, September 11
Roberts Stadium

Tire Recycling Day
Saturday, October 2

8 a.m. to Noon

Civic Center Parking Lot
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Earth911.com

Making Every Day Earth Day
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Exchanges unite haves and have-nots

Reuse networks are not just for old sports
gear and small household appliances.

Many businesses take part in “materials
exchanges” that allow them to post a listing
of materials which they “have” or “want.”
These items might be surplus raw materials,
off-spec products, unneeded byproducts,
office supplies, shipping cartons, pallets,

or partially used containers of chemicals or
solvents.

Like Craigslist or Freecycle, these ex-
changes are information services only. The
businesses involved post descriptions of the
materials they have available or want. The

posting and responding businesses make ar-
rangements by email and/or phone, negotiat-
ing price, transportation, and other details.
To learn more about materials ex-
changes that serve businesses and organiza-
tions in our area, visit the Indiana Materials
Xchange at www.in.gov/recycle/5633.htm.
You can also post items for sale in
classified advertisements in the local
newspaper or online through services such
as Craigslist. If you have items that you are
willing to give away (or are seeking items
for free), visit www.ThrowPlace.com,
www.Freecycle.org, or www.gigoit.org.

Less waste, more savings

At work, home, and school, paper is
everywhere. We often hit “print” without
thinking, only to sit right in front of the
computer to read
the document
on paper that we
could have just
read on-screen.
What a waste!

Rethinking
how we use pa-
per can go a long
way in reducing
the amount of pa-
per that we have
to recycle or dis-
pose. It can also
save us money
because the less paper we use, the less we
need to buy. As an added bonus, when we
print and copy less, we also use less ink
and toner, creating even more savings and
conserving additional resources!

Here are some simple ideas for creating
less paper waste and more savings:

* Communicate as much as possible by
email.

* Don’t print out emails. If you need to
save a message, create an electronic
folder for it. If you must print a hard
copy, print only the page(s) you need to
file.

* Remind others not to print your emails
by adding a note to your signature line.
You might recommend, “Consider

We want your suggestions,
questions and comments!

We are also available to speak to
your club or organization about
solid waste, waste reduction,
recycling and composting.

Vanderburgh County
Solid Waste District

Room 327, Civic Center Complex
1 N.W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd
Evansville, IN 47708

(812) 436-7800

www.vanderburghgov.org/
www.evansvillegov.org/
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the environment before printing this
email,” or a similar message.

* Print and copy on both sides of the
paper whenever possible.

* Set aside unneeded paper that is printed
on only one side to be reused. You can
use the back side to print drafts or as
scratch paper.

* Print out only the portion of a
document that you need by highlighting
the text and printing “selection only.”

* Bookmark websites and create favorites
folders by category or topic. Don’t print
information that you can easily retrieve
on the Internet.

» Edit and review documents on-screen.
If you need to check the formatting
before you print, use the print preview
feature.

* Reduce the width of your margins to
get more text on a single page of paper.

* When possible, print your files to PDF
and email them, rather than printing
hard copies.

* For group editing
projects, learn
to use the “track
changes” or “edit
and comment”
features built into
your programs.

* Choose recycled-

FAST FACTS

content paper. Don’t just assume
that all printer and copier paper is
recycled content, because it isn’t.
Look for “post-consumer recycled-
content paper.” When you purchase
it, you help create markets for
recyclable paper.

Reuse envelopes by placing a
label over the original address. (If
you will be mailing the envelope,
be sure to cover any bar code by
blacking it out with a permanent
marker or putting a label over it.)
Reuse file and pocket folders. Just
add new labels.

Break down and flatten boxes for
future use. Keep packing material,
such as packing paper or peanuts,
in a box or bag for use when you
ship packages.

Share magazine subscriptions with
friends, co-workers, classmates,
and family members. Subscribe

to newsletters online whenever
possible.

Recycle your unneeded paper.
Make sure the recycling bin for
paper is located near a trash can or
where paper is often used. People
are more likely to recycle when it
is convenient.

To learn more, visit www.paper

recycles.org, www.environmentalpaper.
org, or www.stopwaste.org/paperless.

Consumption of paper per person per year in the U.S. ....................... 592 pounds
Paper recycled per person per year in the U.S. ..., 340 pounds
Paper recycling rate in the U.S. (2008) ......ccccoeeviinernencineniincnieene 57.4%
Number of sheets of paper used each year by the

average U.S. office WOTKET.........coceeviiiiiiiiiiieiitesiieeieeee e 10,000
Share of printed-on office paper that is discarded within

OMNE AAY .ttt ettt ettt et ettt st sae et sbesae st sbe s e e e e s e eneen 45%
Share of newsstand magazines that never reach consumers................. 70%
Average recycled content in printing and writing papers...........c......... 6%

Sources: American Forest & Paper Association, Environmental Paper Network, Conservatree

Reuse this bag!

Want to make a difference? Carry reus-
able shopping bags! If one
person were to choose reus-
able bags, that person would
eliminate the use of 22,000 §
plastic shopping bags during
his or her lifetime. Yes, you
read that correctly—22,000
bags. Multiply that by the
number of people in a family
or community or state, and
you begin to see how this
one action can have a huge
impact on reducing litter and
waste.

Because reusable bags often hold gro-
cery items that can be sticky and damp,
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be sure to let the inside of the bags dry
thoroughly before folding them back
up for their next use. Hanging the bag

inside-out on a peg
or chair will usually
be adequate. Since
the bags are regu-
larly handled by you
and others, it is also
a good idea to wash
them occasionally.
After you’ve washed
them, allow them
to dry completely
before using them.
Now, the only
challenge is to re-

member to carry your reusable bags into
the store when you shop!

The past year brought many challenges to our
area, which was hard hit by the slowdown in
manufacturing. That has meant changes for
many families, businesses, and government
agencies. The Vanderburgh County Solid
Waste District has not been immune. We, too,
have had to tighten our belts and trim some
programs.

Some of these changes will affect our
2010 programs. For instance, over the past
couple of years, we have been able to offer at
least two Tire Amnesty Days and two Electron-
ics Recycling Days each year. During 2010, we
will still offer two Tire Amnesty Days, but we
will only hold one Electronics Recycling Day.

Other programs have experienced behind-
the-scenes changes. We have eliminated a staff
position in our office, so the remaining staffers
are taking on more day-to-day responsibility
for programs like the Drop-Off Recycle Days.

Another major change comes for this
“One Man’s Trash...” newsletter. To cut costs,
we will discontinue production for at least
2010 and possibly longer.

We will continue to explore cost-saving
measures and still provide the popular waste
reduction and recycling programs that our
residents have come to expect.

Won’t you be
my neighbor?

Mr. Rogers was right—we can all benefit
from having and being neighbors. A study by
Harvard University found that about one-third
of Americans no longer participate in social
activities, such as inviting people into their
homes or visiting friends and relatives. Sociol-
ogists refer to this as a loss of “social capital,”
connections between people built on shared
concern and trust. The loss of social capital
increases feelings of isolation and decreases
our civic engagement and our ability to face
community challenges constructively.

The good news is that rebuilding social
capital doesn’t have to be that hard. Take a
batch of homemade cookies to a neighbor and
say hello. Join a group or take a class. Volun-
teer in one of our programs, through another
community organization, or at a school or
hospital. Talk to the person next to you in line
at the store. Walk through your neighborhood
without your earbuds in and introduce yourself
to the people you meet.

Building social capital is a waste-free
pastime that is good for all of us.





