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Additional Architectural Information

A. NAME Court Building C. NUMBER 82-196-0219
B. ADDRESS . 123-25 NW Fourth Street

D. UTM References |1 6| |4|4,9/7,4,0| [4/2]0,28,1,0]

E. This office skyscraper was conceived as an "exchange building”
for the city's furniture manufacturers and dealers. Evansville
was nearing the peak of its hardwood industry when the Furni-
ture Building (later renamed the Court Building, probably in
reference to the nearby Courthouse) was completed in 1909.

Its designer, Harris & Shopbell, selected a yellow buff brick
which was considerably cheaper than using strictly limestone
on the exterior. Shopbell & Company (the successor to

Harris & Shopbell after Harris®' death in 1910) occupied the
top floor as its studio. The trade association responsible
for pushing through the construction project included
Benjamin Bosse in its leadership. Bosse was a prominent furni-
ture manufacturer who would ascend to the mayor®'s office in
1913, serving until his untimely death during his third term
in 1922. Shopbell & Company came to be Bosse's favorite
architectural firm, performing a good deal of public work
during the Bosse administration and designing the mayor's own

Prairie School bungalow on SE First Street in 1916.

F. INFORMATION SOURCES City Directories. Architectural Renderings, Jack

Wesley, Evansville Courier, 28 April 1908.

G. PREPARED BY Douglas L. Stern H. DATE 22 December 1981
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