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STATE OF INDIANA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

INDIANA HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES INVENTORY
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Agriculture □ Q OBJECT
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11. PERIODS:____ PREHISTOWC 17TH/18TH CEN. 1800-1880 1861-1899 X 1900PRESENT

1i AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE
Archeoioav-Prehlslortc Conservation Law Sculpture
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STATE OF INDIANA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

INDIANA HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES INVENTORY

Additional Architectural Information

A. NAME Court Building C. NUMBER 82-1Q6-Q219

B. ADDRESS 123-25 NW Fourth Street

D. UTM References |1,6| |4| 4,9l7i^|0| |4|2| 0, 2|8 11| 0|

E. This office skyscraper was conceived as an "exchange building" 

for the city’s furniture manufacturers and dealers. Evansville 

was nearing the peak of its hardwood industry when the Furni
ture Building (later renamed the Court Building, probably in 

reference to the nearby Courthouse) was completed in 1909*
Its designer, Harris &.Shopbell, selected a yellow buff brick 

which was considerably cheaper than using strictly limestone 

on the exterior. Shopbell & Company (the successor to 

Harris & Shopbell after Harris’ death in 1910) occupied the 

top floor as its studio. The trade association responsible 

for pushing through the construction project included 

Benjamin Bosse in its leadership. Bosse was a prominent furni
ture manufacturer who would ascend to the mayor’s office in 

1913, serving until his xmtimely death during his third term 

in 1922. Shopbell & Company came to be Bosse’s favorite 

architectural firm, performing a good deal of public work 

during the Bosse administration and designing the mayor’s own 

Prairie School b^ingalow on SE First Street in 1916.

F. INFORMATION SOURCES citv Directories. Architectural Renderings, Jack
Wealev. Evansville Courier. 28 April 1908.

G. PREPARED BY Douglas L. Stern H. DATE 22 December 1981
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Propsrty: 
State, County

llnit»a St«t*t D*p«ftm*nt of th« IntoHor 
Mattonal Paifc Sorvica

Federal Agency: cy

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Dato: ^ /.
Date Due- '^/^~ ,

nomination by person or local government ^ Eegiste® ___ REJECT
owner objection photos___
■appeal maps

Substantive Review: ___sample request appeal ___NR decision

%

%

Reviewer’s comments:

y*
Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer_______
Discipline______
Date-------------------

see continuation sheet

•Nomination returned for; ^technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification
atBtin

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

f efiglMs? ___yes ____fio

7. Description

___ eacehsnt

— good ___ fatr
.ruins 
. Mfteaposad

.original site 

.moved Me.

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity 
dates
boundary selection



8. 8ianifieaiic«

nummary paragraph
eomplataness
clarity
applicable criteria
Justification of areas 

checked
relating significance to 

the resource
context
relationship of integrity 

to significance
justification of exception 
other

8. Major Bibliographical Rafarencas

->d0. Qaagraphlcal Data
■A___/

11. Form Pi Id By

Btata Historic Praaarvation Officer Certification
t ■iRnWioanpi of 88a prapifii rnmnn Wm mm

local

13. other
Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date. Phone: 202 272-3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64QQQ186


