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STATE OF INDIANA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

INDIANA HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES INVENTORY

A. NAME Siegel's

Additional Architectural Information

C. NUMBER 82-196-0224

B. ADDRESS 101-15 SE Fourth Street

D. UTM RitfarancM 11,6| | 4| 4,91 8, 9|0| I 4,2| 0,2 | 4|9| 0|

This outstanding commercial block—and its counterpart
on Locust Street—were constructed in 1902-03 and shortly 
afterward occupied by the Siegel haberdashery. The entire 
building—now all combined—actually housed eight separate 
concerns, including a sign painter, a clothier, a barber, and 
a watch shop. As was the custom at the time, the proprietors 
lived above their various shops. The Siegels still hold forth 
at this spot nearly 80 years later.

The block of Fourth between Locust and Walnut presents 
an interesting social phenomenon. City directories in the 
1880s and 1890s indicate that the street was lined with 
saloons, groceries, second-hand stores, clothing dealers, 
barber shops, boarding houses, and restaurants. The block 
also contained a variety of goods being sold from stalls 
occupying its wide sidewalks. It was here that a brisk trade 
developed for those doing their daily shopping for fresh pro
duce and the like. The shoppers were, according to photos, 
nearly all black. The block was convenient to both Baptisttown 
(the black enclave) and the Riverside neighborhood (the most 
fashionable white enclave), and it may be assumed that these 
blacks were either domestics employed in Riverside shopping 
for employers or were merely doing their own shopping. At 
least one major structure in the block housed shops owned 
or operated by black proprietors.

F. INFORMATION SOURCES City/Business Directories. Deed Records. Assessment 

Wi 1 lard Library Photo Archives._________________ ______________ _

Q. PREPARED BY Douglas L. Stem H. DATE 21 December 1981
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Signed Date. Phone: 202 272-3504
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101 S.E. Fourth Street 
Evansville, Indiana 47708

February Z3 , 1982

CERTIFIED MAIL

Mr. Richard Gantz
Division of Historical Preservation 
Indiana State Museum 
202 N. Alabama Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

RE: 101, 103, and 105 S.E. Fourth Street
Evansville, Indiana 47708 
Siegel's Department Store

Dear Mr. Gantz:

In reply to your notice that the above-captioned property 
has been recommended for registry in the State Historical 
Society, please be advised that as one of the owners of said 
property, I am opposed to being in either the State, Federal, or 
any other historical registry.

In our correspondence received from your office, it was 
stated that if the owners of the real estate objected, their 
property would be withdrawn from consideration.

Respectfully yours.

Meyer Siegel

(ACKNOWLEDGMENT ON NEXT PAGE)
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STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF PALM BEACH
) SS: 
)

I hereby certify that on this day before me, an officer duly 
authorized in the state aforesaid and in the county aforesaid to 
take acknowledgments, personally appeared Meyer Siegel, to me 
known to be the person described in and who executed the fore
going instrument and acknowledged before me that he executed the 
same.

Witness my hand andofficial seal in the county and state last aforesaid this ^^**^day of Febriaary,

(Signature)

10^4 t
(Printed) 

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires oj!^ ***• 1982.

W (WnMon Expirtt April 24. 19M 
BmM Tkni (ilMMrai Im. UndarwriiMi
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TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Project; ^ ^ ^ ^ _
Seiglfis Department Store

To/From ; Date : 11/22/82

Address:
IN

Phone:

Staff Member: ^acDougai Division:

Report:
She called to inform ud that she believed that the property had 

been listed incorrectly because there was a n owner pbjection.

11/30 I called back and left word for her that as far as we could tell 

there were at least three owners( as the form stated) and that one owner 

did not constitute a majority. The property would remain listed 

unless they could show otherwise.


