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What if EWSU doesn’t meet the Nov. 1 deadline? 

Under the federal mandate, if EWSU misses the Nov. 1, 2017, inspection deadline, EPA imposes a 
$1,000/day fine. The City will be fined daily until the requirement is met.  

Many aspects of the federal mandate carry hefty fines. For instance, any sanitary sewer overflow carries 
a $1,000 – $8,000 fine per event (an event is defined as any time the sanitary sewer overflows into a 
waterway, basement or a manhole). 

 
How long do residents have to move an obstacle when they know they have one on an easement? 
This year?  

Once the obstacle is identified, the goal is to address it within 120 days. We hope residents self-address 
the issue before the Utility comes to their neighborhood. 

 
Are any federal funds available for this mandated project?  

No, but there are low-cost interest loans through the State Revolving Fund, which we have been able to 
access. Those loans are federal funds with lower interest rates.  

 
Will you tell me the time and day the Utility comes to my home? I have a fence and a dog. 

When we enter the neighborhood, the manhole inspector will assess the points of entry to the easement. 
He will knock on a homeowner’s door and let them know to take their dog inside or that they will need to 
remove an obstruction. 

In the event a homeowner is not home during the inspection, a door hanger will be left for the homeowner 
with the inspector’s contact information and return date. The Utility will coordinate with the homeowner to 
find a solution that will help crews complete their work in a timely fashion. 

 
Can I put a shed back on an easement after inspection? 

No, once the obstruction has been identified, homeowners should not put the obstacle back on the 
easement. If there is a future emergency situation like a sewer back-up, the Utility still needs a clear path 
to an easement.  

 
Are sewer fees going up because of inspections? 

No, fees are already underwriting operating expenses that are occurring. They are currently funded 
through the rates we charge. 

 
 

 



 
 

Has the drainage problem improved since residents have begun to remove downspouts? 

Removing downspouts is a huge help to the Utility and the sewer system. By allowing water to travel 
across residents’ yards instead of directly into the combined sewers, it will reduce the volume of water 
that enters the system. Ultimately, this will help improve water quality. 

 


