
Introduction 

New property development must look nice and be 
environmentally friendly.  Trees can significantly 
improve the appearance of your property.  Far too 
often recently developed properties are either bar-
ren of trees, or the existing trees are dying.  This 
can make a property unattractive, can leave the 
developers with a bad reputation, or cause the 
properties to be difficult to sell.  The following rec-
ommendations and guidelines can be used to help 
prevent this from happening. 

Why should trees be important to newly 
developed lots? 

• The most important reason is attractiveness.  To 
be able to sell these properties we must be able to 
attract buyers, and the best way to add curb appeal 
is through landscaping.  The right tree in the right 
place can make a property extremely attractive, 
more valuable and marketable, as well as creating a 
more relaxing environment.  Trees have been 
known to add to the value of properties by as much 
as 25%. 

• Today’s society is becoming more environmen-
tally minded.  Developments that have appropriate 
landscaping and forested areas can attract buyers 
that are environmentally minded and are willing to 
pay more for those properties.  Some developers 
advertise that their lots are more environmentally 
friendly, and even name their developments after 
tree or forest related terms. 

• Rainwater runoff is often a major concern when 
new developments are established.  Some develop-
ments are also designed to reduce wastewater run-
off.  Trees can signifi-
cantly reduce 
wastewater runoff by 
intercepting rainfall. 

• If the right tree is 
planted or preserved in 
the right location, they 
can provide shade for 
structures, which can 
lead to lower heating 
and cooling costs in the 
future. 

Inventory your existing resources 
and develop a landscape design 

• The first step 
before designing a 
new development is 
to determine the ex-
isting resources.  At 
this point you should 
inventory trees and 
forested areas.  De-
termine what trees 
and forested areas 
can be preserved. 

• Not every tree 
on your property can be saved.  Consider which 
trees should be removed, such as trees that have 
defects, are completely or half dead, diseased, or 
have poor structure. 

• A good rule of thumb for determining the dis-
tance of the Root Protection Zone around trees is 
to measure the diameter of the trunk in inches at 4 
½ feet from the ground.  For every inch of trunk 
diameter, measure out 1.5 feet from the tree.  The 
Root Protection Zone for at tree with a trunk diam-
eter of 20 inches would be 30 feet from the trunk 
(See diagram below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• For individual trees that are being preserved, 
choose trees that are of small to medium height.  
Larger trees can become unstable when the small-
er or medium sized trees surrounding them are 
removed.  Smaller or medium sized trees will be 
more vigorous, and will be less likely to have 
growth and stress problems after development. 

• A Certified Arborist is recommended to inspect 
the property to determine which trees can be pre-
served, and which should be removed.  If they rec-
ommend any of the trees be topped, don’t hire 
them, and find someone else. 

20” 

Diameter of Trunk in inches  20 
Multiply inches by 1.5 (1½)              X 1.5 
Result is distance from tree in feet  30 

30’ 
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• Put everything in writing.  Make sure your con-
tractor or arborist has the appropriate blue prints 
and/or maps. 

• Inspect the contractor’s work before, during, and 
after development.  Check up on them as they per-
form their work to ensure it is being done properly, 
and if not, don’t be afraid to stop them to have 
them correct their work.  Remember that you are 
paying them.  Make sure you do a follow-up in-
spection of their work before you release them.  
There may have been something overlooked. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow up 

Sometimes new developments are not followed up 
on by the new responsible parties.  When a devel-
opment is completed, the developer, or property 
owners, should monitor the landscaping to make 
sure that it is maintained and thriving.  The follow-
ing are some helpful guidelines for those responsi-
ble for monitoring landscaping. 

• Inspect and Re-inventory trees. 

• Replace trees damaged or destroyed during the 
development. 

• Hire an arborist to do professional tree pruning as 
needed after the development is completed.  If the 
property is in Evansville, make sure they are li-
censed by the City.  During development, contrac-
tors do not have to be licensed to do tree work, but 
once the development is complete, all pruning or 
removal work would have to be done by a licensed 
arborist. 

• Eventually, the property may be transferred or 
sold.  Explain the landscaping to the buyer, and 
what you have done to preserve trees.  Educate the 
buyer on how the landscaping should be maintained 
in the future.  Give them resources and contacts that 
they can refer to if technical advice is needed.  The 
City Arborist or Purdue University Extension Educa-
tor has a wealth of information that is available for 
free. 

• The following web site can be visited to down-
load publications regarding proper tree planting & 
care.  The site can also be used to go to other webs 
sites for this purpose. 

 

http://www.evansvillegov.org/urbanforestry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no final step. 

As long as living landscape material is located on a 
property, it must be maintained.  Don’t forget to fol-
low up on landscaping inventory and landscaping 
needs on a regular basis.  Follow up inspections 
should done annually or at least bi-annually. 

• Re-grading is often necessary during develop-
ment.  Grade changes and soil compaction within 
the Root Protection Zone are deadly to trees.  Ei-
ther change the design to keep this zoned undis-
turbed, or remove the trees. 

• Make sure that blue prints and/or maps include 
which trees or forest areas are to be preserved, 
and indicate Root Protection Zones.  Use fencing 
on sites to physically mark Root Protection Zones.  
Minor alterations in the development plan can 
make a major difference in a tree’s survival. 

Communicating with contractors 

• Sometimes there is a lack of communication or 
misunderstanding between developers and their 
contractors.  For a development project to run 
smoothly and prevent problems, communication is 
a key for any work that is being done on site.  Com-
munication is also important for the tree crew to 
make sure the right trees are removed, tree preser-
vation areas are protected, and to make sure tree 
pruning is done correctly and to the developer’s 
specifications.  

• Educate the contractor so that they will know 
what needs to be done, how to do it, and what the 
expected outcome is.  If you are unsure of some 
changes recommended by the contractor concern-
ing trees, call a Certified Arborist in the area that 
could give you an unbiased opinion, such as the 
City Arborist or Purdue University Extension Edu-
cator. 

• Make sure your con-
tractors are knowledgea-
ble regarding trees and 
other landscaping, if not, 
subcontract or hire some-
one who is. 

•  A Certified Arborist is 
recommended for tree 
pruning and removals, 
especially if trees need to 
be pruned for structure, or specialty pruning such 
as crown restoration pruning.  NEVER top trees.  
Topping is one of the worst things you can do to a 
tree, and will definitely make the property less at-
tractive to potential buyers. 


