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Message from the Director of Promise Zone 

Greetings, 

In 2016 Evansville was successful in achieving one of the last Promise Zone designation, which has been 

actively bringing new poverty fighting opportunities in the urban core of Evansville. The Zone area 

encompasses roughly 2/5ths of the city’s geography and a population within it of nearly 39% of whom 

live below the poverty level. The Promise Zone designation allows access to 16 federal agencies in 

competitive grant situations in addition to increasing competitiveness for funding applications from 

Evansville. Promise Zone consists of 7 Working Groups: Crime, Job Development, Education, Health, 

Housing, Economic Development, and Community Engagement. 

I am very excited about the Promise Zone at a time when we are planning for 2018-2019. This year is 

going to be big for the Promise Zone residents and the Promise Zone itself. I encourage everyone to 

check out our social media just search “Evansville Promise” on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. What 

matters most is that we serve you better by keeping you up to date and engaged with what is happening 

with the Promise Zone. We are actively working on new designs for the website to help you connect 

quickly and easily. I recognize and appreciate that this Promise Zone is a resident driven process and I 

encourage you to take part and have your voice be heard within our community engagement group. In 

the coming year, I commit to listen to your input as we shape the Promise Zone and expand the support 

it facilitates. Look for details in the future on the website for this year Promise Zone annual plan.  

Thank you for your support, I am eager to see how much we can accomplish this year in the Promise 

Zone. 

Best wishes 

Silas J. Matchem Sr. 
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Homeless Veterans’ Reintegration 

Program (HVRP) 

Located at the Gresham House overlooking 

Garvin Park, HVRP works with homeless 

veterans to get them back on their feet.  The 

program can house up to 6 veterans at a time 

for up to 60 days.  The veterans are provided 

with housing and job assistance through the 

HVRP team, and clothing and food from donors.  Lately they have seen two exciting 

success stories.  

  
First, a young veteran who had been homeless, and living at the local mission came to 

HVRP for housing and job placement assistance.  He was living at Gresham House when 

an out of state job training program became available. The HVRP team helped him with 

donor provided clothing and food that allowed him to successfully complete his training 

program, and then enter into a full time position. 

  
A second recent success story was a veteran who had been living with a family member 

and suffering with alcoholism. The HVRP team set him up with housing at Gresham 

house and got him through a drug treatment program. Thanks to his hard work and the 

aid of HVRP, this veteran was able to land a job at a local university.  
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Habitat for Humanity : The 500th House in Evansville 
Habitat celebrated the groundbreaking of their 500th home! This is a huge feat since, out of 
1,200 affiliates across the country, only 25 have accomplished it. Most of those were either in 
regions devastated by natural disaster or much larger cities.  They have accomplished this by 
dedicated volunteers, staff, donors, and partners.  
 
 
Many community members and organizations, including the future homeowner and Mayor 
Winnecke, attended this historic groundbreaking. Hope, laughter, and tears of joy were shared 
by many. Habitat has been a pillar in our community and a beacon of hope for so many families 
over the years. We congratulate them for all their hard work and celebrate this win for them and 
for Evansville!  
 
“Habitat for Humanity helps families achieve strength, stability and self-reliance through 
affordable homeownership,” says Beth Folz, executive director of Habitat for Humanity of 
Evansville. “It is with immense pride and enthusiasm that we work toward building the 500​th 

Habitat home in Evansville and Mt. Vernon.  The accomplishment of this milestone would not 
have been achieved without the dedicated supporters in our community … so on behalf of 
Habitat and all of the families who have been served through partnership with this ministry since 
1984, thank you!” 
 
 ​Individuals interested in getting involved with Habitat for Humanity should click the following 
links or call 812-423-5623 to ​sign up to volunteer​, ​donate​ or email info@evansvillehabitat.org to 
receive more information. 
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http://www.evansvillehabitat.org/volunteer
https://donorlynk.com/habitatevansville/give/
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Take our quick Focus of Food survey and enter to win $100 gift card from Walmart! 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FRKPMG7 
 

 
 
Connect to the Evansville Promise Zone:  
https://www.facebook.com/EvansvillePromise/ 
https://twitter.com/EVV_Promise 
https://www.instagram.com/promise_evv/  
https://www.evansvillegov.org/city/department/division.php?structureid=199 
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